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TURPIE'S CHALDEE MANUAL. 



This is the second of a proposed series of twelve manuals for Oriental languages 
by the same author. It is, as the author says in the preface, a collection of 
material " suitable for his purpose," taken from various grammars, and does not 
claim to be an original work. The neatness and beauty of the typography strike 
the eye, as, indeed, do all the works of the publishers. The make-up consists of 
Preface, Contents and Introduction, 23 pp., Elements and Parts of Speech, 91 pp., 
Syntax 53 pp., and Errata 2 pp., and Chrestomathy with vocabulary 52 pp. 
Of the body of the work, 22 sections (41 pp.) were carefully compared with the 
grammars of Winer, Biggs and Petermann, and the sources of each section 
noted. The author's plan, as revealed by this process, may be shown by illustra- 
tion ; e. g., Introduction p. xix, Note 2 (J p.) is taken bodily from Winer ; pp. 
xxi and xxn, Note 1 (1J pp.) is taken bodily from the introduction to 
Biggs' Chrestomathy. Again §6, p. 5, (8) is throughout from Biggs, p. 6, (9) 
is from Biggs, where an apparent attempt at improvement, simply confuses 
Transposition and Assimilation ; (10) is a literal translation from the Latin of 
Petermann ; (11) is a compound of Biggs and Petermann ; p. 7, (12) and 
(13) are translations bodily from Petermann. Thus might be assigned the sources 
of almost every sentence in the remaining 21 sections. The statements of dif- 
ferent authors follow each other, not always connected. In fact, they seem to lack 
the continuity, the living connection of thought characteristic of one who has 
digested and assimilated the matter into his own system of thought. " The verb 
has two tenses, Preter or Perfect, and Future or Aorist, but more rightly the 
Impf." Whatever this latter may mean, the term Fut. occurs throughout the 
treatment, as, indeed, it does in its sources. 

The Syntax is a redeeming feature of the work, and worthy of some careful 
study, as being an exceptionally full treatment of the subject. The Chrestomathy, 
wisely, too, is made up of selections from several Targums, thus affording an ex- 
cellent exercise for the student. The table of errata is certainly a reflection on 
the work of proof-reading, especially, when by actual counting, it is found that it 
does not contain one-half of the avoidable mistakes ; this cannot fail to retard 
the usefulness of the book, since, if there is any grammar that should be as near 
as possible to perfect, that should be the Chaldee, so various, irregular, and con- 
fusing are its forms to a beginner. 

The work then may be useful for its Syntax and Chrestomathy, and as a com- 
pilation (not a grammar) of three or four grammars. A grammar cannot be a 
compilation ; it must have personality and continuity, order and scientific classi- 
fication, concise statement of facts and principles, and ah arrangement of these 
in a philosophical, pedagogical style for ready comprehension. The principles 
must not be embodied in a prose style, making prominent neither facts nor illustra- 



* A Manual of Chaldee Language : containing a grammar of Biblical Chaldee and of the 
Targums, and a Chrestomathy, consisting of selections from the Targums with a vocabulary, by 
David MeCalman Turpie, M. A., D. D., London : Williams and Norgate. 
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tions, tending rather to confusion than order. The grammarian's work is not to 
compile but to classify facts, and any other method is unworthy the efforts of a 
true scholar of to-day. It is to be hoped that a somewhat different plan will be fol- 
lowed in the remainder of the series, and thus render to linguistic science a real 
contribution. 
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